-07/2017-
 MINUTES OF THE SEDGEFORD PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON THE 15th MARCH 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL

WELCOME
Ms Crump welcomed all in attendance to the meeting. 
PUBLIC There were 8 parishioners present (this includes Parish Councillors)
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.    None
CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT
Once again, planning issues have been a prominent feature of the Council’s business this past year.

At an open meeting in June, Matthew Henry from KLBC presented proposals for development of Borough-owned land at Jarvie Close. Residents generally supported the main proposal, which has since been granted outline planning permission, but were strongly opposed to any development of the open area at the end of Jarvie Close, which the Borough has not pursued.

Jemma Marsh from KLBC gave a presentation about Neighborhood Planning to an open meeting in July. The PC then decided to start the process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Sedgeford. Since then, we have set up a working group, consulted informally with several groups within the village prepared a schedule for the project and produced a draft questionnaire. We were awarded a grant so some of the work could be carried out by a specialist consultant.

When planning applications arrive shortly after a scheduled meeting, we now have to arrange an extra meeting to discuss them: so, during the past year there have been 3 extra PC meetings. Sometimes Councillors have also arranged site meetings, to gain a better understanding of a proposed development.

The amount of additional work required led to a review of the Clerk’s contract, to incorporate extra hours.

When the PC has concerns about an application, we aim to ensure that a Councillor attends the Borough Planning Meeting: thanks to Mr. Clark for doing this and for representing PC views regarding proposed development of the former cow barn.

Aware of the need for additional low-cost housing in the village, the PC has contacted Hastoe Housing several times and hopes there will be progress during the coming year. 
The PC has continued to sort out land registration for the various pieces of land it owns. This has taken longer than expected but should soon be completed.

A new parish noticeboard was commissioned and also a new footpath map, both now in place. The war memorial was thoroughly cleaned in time for Remembrance Sunday. Thank you to all who helped with these tasks.

Speeding through the village continues to be a problem. Following a meeting involving Sir Henry Bellingham MP, the County Councillor and Council Officers from Norfolk Highways, we expected to be able to introduce a 20mph limit around the school. However, there have been various delays and uncertainties re financing, so it is still unclear when – or even if – this will happen. However, we do now have a couple of additional posts for our existing speed signs.

All children at Sedgeford School were presented with a commemorative coin in honor of the Queen’s birthday.

There are ongoing issues that the council is still pursuing re potholes, erosion of verges, dog fouling and water courses along the Fring Lane.
The chair thanked all councillors for their hard work over the past year.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS
None raised      The Meeting Closed 6.45pm
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